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Education 

2001 S. B. Physics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

2007 Ph. D. Physics, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
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Work Experience 

August 2020 to Present: CEO, Methid 

July 2005 to Present: CSO, VanDevender Enterprises 

October 2012-August 2020: Chief Scientist, The Founders Fund 

Conduct technical diligence on start-up companies that solve hard research problems. 

Survey academic and government research forefronts to anticipate emerging trends in 

nano- and bio-technology, energy, and computation. Lead investments in quantum 

computing, photonics, synthetic biology, and pharmaceuticals. 

October 2010-March 2012: Physicist, Halcyon Molecular. 

Led research team that developed high-resolution electron-microscopy instruments, 

techniques, and software algorithms for high-speed gene sequencing and nanoscale 

imaging. 

October 2007-September 2010: Physicist, NIST, Boulder, CO. 

Designed, fabricated, and tested Be+ and Mg+ ion traps for quantum information 

purposes. 
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